
6th UK-German Frontiers of Humanities (UKGFOH) Symposium 
07 – 09 May 2025 

Berlin 
 

Final programme 
 

Wednesday 07 May 
 

 

during the day Arrival of participants at the hotel 
(Intercontinental Berlin, Budapester Strasse 2, 10787 Berlin) 

19:00  Welcome reception & buffet dinner 
  
Thursday 08 May 
 

 

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome and opening remarks 
09:15 – 10:30 Introductions 
10:30 – 11:00 Break 
11:00 – 12:15  Exploratory roundtable discussion session I 

 
Mutability of Belonging 
How  do experiences and meanings of belonging differ and evolve across 
space, place, and time?  
 
Experiences of belonging and identity interact with borders and boundaries, both 
physical and ideological. Notions of inclusion and exclusion are fluid, relational, and 
highly contested. This session explores the varied connotations of belonging and their 
situatedness within specific places, temporalities, and socio-political contexts. Identities 
are often defined and reinforced in relation to a proximate other; this session will also 
consider the implications of this for how communities engage or have engaged with 
both internal and external forces. 
 

12:15 – 13:15 Lunch 
13:15 – 14:15 Works-in-progress I 
14:15 – 14:45 Break 
14:45 – 16:00 Exploratory roundtable discussion session II 

 
Natures of Belonging 
What forms does belonging take?  
 
Conceptions of belonging, both legal-material and imaginary-symbolic, interact with 
senses of identity, shaping how individuals, communities, and societies understand 
themselves and interact with the world around them.  This session investigates the 
multiple ways belonging is experienced. Discussions will address the varied natures of 
belonging — as affect, identity, practice, and politics. What does it mean to belong to 
a community, society, and state? What role do historical and power dynamics play in 
shaping experiences of belonging? 
 

16:00 – 17:00 Presentation of programmes (British Academy & Alexander von Humboldt Foundation) 
17:00 – 18:30 Break 
18:30 Dinner 
  
Friday 09 May 
 

 

10:00 – 11:00 Ideas for collaboration 
11:00 – 11:30 Break 
11:30 – 12:45 Exploratory roundtable discussion session III 

 
Representations of Belonging (III) 
How  is belonging represented?  
 
Belonging is expressed in diverse ways across art, culture, and literature, reflecting how 
individuals and communities understand their place in the world. This session examines 
how belonging is represented, discursively constructed, and visualized across contexts. 
It will consider the way heritage and memory are conceptualised, how literatures of 
place and origin narratives are developed, and the role that emotion plays in 
perceptions of belonging. The session will also address how representations of 
belonging are challenged and re-negotiated, asking how exclusionary narratives are 
resisted and by whom. 



 
12:45 – 13:45 Lunch 
13:45 – 14:45 Works-in-progress II 
14:45 – 15:15 Break 
15:15 – 16:45 Preparation & submission of seed funding proposals 
16:45 – 17:00 Closing remarks 
  
19:00 Dinner (optional / group reservation in a local restaurant) 
 Departure of participants 
  
Saturday 10 May 
 

 

 Departure of participants 
09:00 Seed funding proposals deadline 

 
Symposium sessions 
 
There are different session types over the course of the symposium. The key session types are outlined below: 
 
Introductions 
In order to provide an opportunity for introductions, each participant will have one minute to say a few words about 
themselves, such as their research priorities, personal interests, and professional background (you are welcome to 
throw in a joke or two!). Participants will be divided into three groups for this exercise. Each member of the group 
will have one minute to introduce themselves to the rest of the participants. After this, there are five minutes when 
people are free to approach those who have just spoken to discuss further. This is repeated until each participant 
and group has had a chance to introduce themselves. 
 
Works-in-progress 
These will be discussions of works-in-progress submitted in advance by participants and circulated for discussion 
and comments. The author will give a three-to-four-minute introduction (with no formal presentation) to the piece 
of work which will then lead directly into a free-flowing discussion with comments from other participants. The 
objective of these sessions is to familiarise participants with others’ works, discuss the pieces from outside normal 
disciplinary boundaries and learn from one another through constructive feedback and different disciplinary 
perspectives.   
   
Ideas for collaboration 
These will be discussions of pre-circulated ideas for collaboration, as well as providing opportunities for participants 
to put forward new ideas for collaboration that have arisen over the course of the symposium. Through these we 
aim to encourage attendees to consider ways in which they can engage with others’ ideas for collaboration or 
incorporate other perspectives into their own ideas for collaboration, be that formal or informal. 
 
Exploratory workshop discussions 
Each session, linked to the ‘Belonging’ theme, will begin with a couple of participants speaking for around five 
minutes to kick off the discussion. The discussion will then be opened for a free-flowing exchange among 
participants. We hope and expect that everyone will have an opportunity to participate fully in each session. 


