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Dear guests,

On behalf of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 2019 Forum for Academic Freedom. 
Convened in cooperation with the Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany and the Scholars at Risk Germany Section, the Forum 
brings 250 participants from over 20 countries to Berlin to discuss the state of academic freedom in various regions of the world, foster 
exchange among and about scholar rescue programmes, and examine the imposing challenge of re-building sustainable perspectives for 
scholars who were forced from their laboratories, their desks, their homes.  

At the same time, this Forum is the launch of a multi-event campaign, in which the Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany will 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany with a sequence of events. I am particularly proud 
that the governments of France and Germany will take this opportunity to re-confirm their joint commitment to protect the freedom of 
academic pursuit, and the freedom of the people who have dedicated themselves to that pursuit.

I cannot help but find it fitting that all this should take place under the name Alexander von Humboldt, an ingenious scholar, true huma-
nist, and powerful proponent of freedom, whose legacy is recognised across the globe this year, which would have seen his 250th birthday.

Prof. Dr. Hans-Christian Pape
President
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
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The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation awards fellowships and research awards to outstanding resear-
chers and fosters cooperation between foreign and German academics, strengthening the German re-
search landscape through international exchange. Through the Philipp Schwartz Initiative, the Foundation 
provides universities and research institutions in Germany with the means to host at-risk researchers for a 
period of 24 months on a fully funded research fellowship.

The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is the world’s largest funding organisation for the inter-
national exchange of students and researchers. Since it was founded in 1925, around two million scholars 
in Germany and abroad have received DAAD funding. It is a registered association and its members are 
German institutions of higher education and student bodies.

The German Research Foundation (DFG) is the self-governing organisation for science and research in Ger-
many. It serves all branches of science and the humanities. In organisational terms, the DFG is an associa-
tion under private law. Its membership consists of German research universities, non-university research 
institutions, scientific associations and the Academies of Science and the Humanities.

Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is Europe’s largest application-oriented research organisation. Our research ef-
forts are geared entirely to people’s needs: health, security, communication, energy and the environment. 
As a result, the work undertaken by our researchers and developers has a significant impact on people’s 
lives.

The Helmholtz Association pursues the long-term research goals of the state and society, including basic 
research, in scientific autonomy. To do this, the Helmholtz Association conducts top-level research to iden-
tify and explore the major challenges facing society, science and the economy.

The German Rectors‘ Conference (HRK) is the association of public and government-recognised universi-
ties in Germany. The member institutions are represented in the HRK by their executive boards and rec-
torates. The HRK currently has 268 member institutions, in which around 94 per cent of all students in 
Germany are enrolled.

The Leibniz Association connects 93 independent research institutions that range in focus from the natural, 
engineering and environmental sciences via economics, spatial and social sciences to the humanities. Leib-
niz Institutes address issues of social, economic and ecological relevance. They conduct knowledge-driven 
and applied basic research, maintain scientific infrastructure and provide research-based services.

The Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher Leopoldina has been the German National Academy of Sciences 
since 2008. It addresses key issues of particular significance for the future of society from a scientific per-
spective and independently of economic or political interests, shares its findings with policymakers and the 
public and puts these issues up for discussion on a national and international level.

The Max Planck Society is Germany‘s most successful research organisation. Since its establishment in 
1948, no fewer than 18 Nobel laureates have emerged from the ranks of its scientists, putting it on a par 
with the best and most prestigious research institutions worldwide. The more than 15,000 publications 
each year in internationally renowned scientific journals are proof of the outstanding research work con-
ducted at Max Planck Institutes – and many of those articles are among the most-cited publications in the 
relevant field.

The German Council of Science and Humanities (Wissenschaftsrat) provides advice to the German Federal 
Government and the State (Länder) Governments on the structure and development of higher education 
and research.

Whenever political strife or armed conflict lead to a surge in forced migration, critical thinkers such as scientists and scholars are often 
among the first to be displaced, as the victims of armed conflict or as the targets of authoritarian regimes. Many have since come to 
Germany and found temporary shelter, in the context of the Philipp Schwartz Initiative of the Humboldt Foundation or through other 
programmes. However, challenges remain, centering around the question of how to transition from what are usually temporary positions 
relating to a situation of risk into a regular job market; in academia and beyond, in Germany or elsewhere. This event brings together the 
expertise of all major public research performing and research funding organisations in Germany – spearheaded by the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation in the context of the Philipp Schwartz Initiative. It will provide targeted information and networking opportunities 
for persons who have had to flee their countries and are now in need of planning their next career steps. It will also provide an opportunity 
for networking and learning for host institutions and other stakeholders.

Supported by
The event is a constituent part of the Philipp Schwartz Initiative of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the German Federal 
Foreign Office: www.philipp-schwartz-initiative.de. The initiative and this event have been made possible through the generous support 
of the following organisations:

Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany 
The Alliance of Science Organisations is a coalition of the most important public research performing and funding organisations in 
Germany. It issues statements relating to research policy and funding and the structural development of the German research system.

Agenda
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Cafe Moskau

The main venue for this year’s Forum for Academic Freedom is Cafe 
Moskau on Karl-Marx-Allee, in the former East Berlin. The Cafe 
was the centerpiece of the first socialist residential complex, built 
in East Berlin from 1961-1964. It served as one of seven internatio-
nal restaurants and was meant to symbolise the fraternal relations 
between the German Democratic Republic and the Soviet Union.

In addition to a restaurant serving traditional Russian cuisine, 
the building also included a coffee bar, a shop selling luxury sou- 
venirs from the Soviet Union, and a late night bar in the base- 
ment. Among the patrons of Cafe Moskau at the time were not 
only members of the communist political establishment but also 
black-market dealers and spies.

In the 1980s, the building underwent major refurbishments. After 
German unification, it remained empty for several years until the 
end of the millennium. In the early 2000s, it was Berlin’s world-fa- 
mous underground party scene that gave the building a new lease 
of life for several years. Finally, in 2007, an investor bought the 
venue and rebuilt it into an event location and conference center. 

Many of the original features of the building from the 1960s have 
been preserved. One of the most striking ones is the life-size model 
of the Sputnik satellite above the main entrance. Also at the ent- 
rance, visitors are greeted by a mosaic depicting the “Life of the 
peoples of the Soviet Union”. It was added to the facade in 1964 
by the artist Bert Heller.

Cafe Moskau
Karl-Marx-Allee 34
10178 Berlin
www.cafemoskau.com/en/

Park Inn Hotel Berlin Alexanderplatz
Alexanderplatz 7
10178 Berlin
www.parkinn-berlin.de

Motel One Berlin-Alexanderplatz
Grunerstraße 11
10179 Berlin
www.motel-one.com
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Conference Venue Venue Map
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3

Ground Floor

Foyer Baku
Registration

Jerewan
Suitcase storage

Duschanbe
Childcare

Almaty
Lunch
Coffee break
CONNECT

Upper Floor

Riga
Quiet Working Space

Moskau
Plenaries and Dinner

Conference Coordination 

Frank Albrecht
Programme Director  
Philipp Schwartz Initiative
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
Tel.: +49 (0) 228 833-122
Mobile: +49 (0) 160 9696 0058
Email: frank.albrecht@avh.de
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For All Participants

from 8:30 a.m. Registration

For Scholars  

9:00 a.m. Workshop with the Scholars at Risk Network

For Scholar Rescue Programme Strategists

9:00 a.m. Scholars in Exile Meeting                 

For SAR Germany Member Institution Staff

12:00 p.m. General Assembly Scholars at Risk Germany Section 

For all participants

from 11:30 a.m. Registration and Networking Lunch

2:00 p.m.

Conference Opening  

Introduction: Dr. Judith Wellen, Director, Strategy and External Relations Department, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Welcome: Prof. Dr. Hans-Christian Pape, President, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Opening Remarks: German-French Perspectives on Academic Freedom
•	 Michelle Müntefering, Minister of State for International Cultural Policy at the Federal Foreign Office
•	 H. E. Anne-Marie Descôtes, Ambassador of France to Germany

2:45 p.m.
Keynote: On Academic Freedom 
•	 Prof. Dr. Norbert Frei, Jena Center for 20th Century History, University of Jena

3:15 p.m. Plenary: Successful Transitions

•	 Prof. Dr. Nazan Maksudyan, Centre Marc Bloch, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and Friedrich-Meinecke-Institut, Freie Universität Berlin
•	 Dr. Ergün Özgür, Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO)
•	 Stephen Wordsworth, Executive Director, Council for At-Risk Academics (CARA)
•	 Robert Quinn, Executive Director, Scholars at Risk Network (SAR)
•	 Emily Borzcik, Acting Director, Scholar Rescue Fund (IIE-SRF)
•	 Laura Lohéac, Executive Director PAUSE, Collège de France
•	 Dr. Enno Aufderheide, Secretary General, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Moderator: Dr. Barbara Sheldon, Managing Director Philipp Schwartz Initiative, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

4:30 p.m. Coffee Break 

For Scholars  

5:00 p.m.

Working towards Transitions

A: Planning Your Career and 
Developing Opportunities 

Assessing your potential, explo-
ring opportunities, being open 
to different options and taking 
advantage of coaching is essen-
tial for successful career planning. 
What are important aspects? 
Where can you turn to for advice?

•	 Dr. Christiane Haupt,  
Max Planck Society

•	 Dr. Korinna Strobel,  
Helmholtz Association

B: Turning an Idea into a Job 

Some ideas and research results have 
the potential of being applied in 
industrial, entrepreneurial, consulting 
or other contexts. How can you assess 
your idea’s potential? Where can you 
turn to for advice? What are import-
ant steps you need to take?

•	 Dr. Anke Soemer, Fraunhofer
•	 Dr. Carsten Hucho, Paul Drude  

Institute, Leibniz Association
•	 Dr. Rainer Döhl-Oelze, Geesthacht 

Innovation and Technology Center

C: Applying for Funding
Major research funding organisations across 
Germany and the EU offer opportunities for 
at-risk scholars, in addition to regular funding 
that is available to any scientists and scholars 
who qualify. What are the options? What is 
crucial when applying?

•	 Dr. Myriam Poll, German Research  
Foundation (DFG)

•	 Dr. Hanna Wielandt, Volkswagen Foundation
•	 Dr. Marion Müller, Einstein Foundation
•	 Victoria Reichl, European Liaison  

Office of the German Research  
Organisations (KoWi)

D: Understanding the German 
Research System 
The German research landscape 
is characterised by many different 
types of research institutions and 
many different funders. What are 
the key points to know in order 
to find your way around?

Speakers:
•	 Anne Knab, German Academic 

Exchange Service (DAAD)
•	 Dr. Gordon Bölling, German 

Rectors‘ Conference (HRK)

For Host Institution Staff

5:00 p.m.

E: Knowledge Sharing
Host institution staff will have the opportunity to share their experience on providing support to at-risk scholars.

•	 Dr. Petra Roth, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
•	 Dr. Johannes Müller, University of Cologne

For all participants

6:30 p.m. Dinner
Dinner speech: Robert Quinn, Executive Director, Scholars at Risk Network

Tallinn

Asgabat 1 + 2

Asgabat 1+2

Foyer Baku, Almaty

Foyer Baku

Monday, 18 March 2019

Almaty

Moskau

Moskau

Moskau

Moskau

Bischkek
Tallinn

Asgabat 2

Asgabat 1

Vilnius

Pre-Conference Networking and Meetings (by invitation only)
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For Scholars  

9:00 a.m.

Monday‘s parallel sessions A to D will be repeated, allowing participants to attend a different session.

A: Planning Your Career and 
Developing Opportunities 

Assessing your potential, explo-
ring opportunities, being open 
to different options and taking 
advantage of coaching is essen-
tial for successful career planning. 
What are important aspects? 
Where can you turn to for advice?

•	 Dr. Christiane Haupt,  
Max Planck Society

•	 Dr. Korinna Strobel,  
Helmholtz Association

B: Turning an Idea into a Job 

Some ideas and research results have 
the potential of being applied in 
industrial, entrepreneurial, consulting 
or other contexts. How can you assess 
your idea’s potential? Where can you 
turn to for advice? What are import-
ant steps you need to take?

•	 Dr. Anke Soemer, Fraunhofer
•	 Dr. Carsten Hucho,  

Paul-Drude-Institute, Leibniz  
Association

•	 Dr. Rainer Döhl-Oelze, Geesthacht 
Innovation and Technology Center

C: Applying for Funding

Major research funding organisations across 
Germany and the EU offer opportunities for 
at-risk scholars, in addition to regular funding 
that is available to any scientists and scholars 
who qualify. What are the options? What is 
crucial when applying?

•	 Dr. Myriam Poll, German Research  
Foundation (DFG)

•	 Dr. Hanna Wielandt,  
Volkswagen Foundation

•	 Dr. Marion Müller, Einstein Foundation
•	 Victoria Reichl, European Liaison  

Office of the German Research  
Organisations (KoWi)

D: Understanding the  
German Research System
 
The German research landsca-
pe is characterised by many 
different types of research 
institutions and many different 
funders. What are the key points 
to know in order to find your 
way around?

Speakers:
•	 Anne Knab, German Academic 

Exchange Service (DAAD)
•	 Dr. Gordon Bölling, German 

Rectors‘ Conference (HRK)

For Host Institution Staff

9:00 a.m.

E: Administering the Philipp Schwartz Initiative
Host institution staff are invited to discuss administrative aspects, such as the composition of stipends or “proof of usage“ (Verwendungsnachweise)

Moderators:
•	 Frank Albrecht, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
•	 Dr. Nina Marsh, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Tuesday, 19 March 2019

Bischkek
Tallinn Asgabat 2

Asgabat 1

Vilnius

For All Participants

10:30 a.m.
CONNECT: Information and Networking Space 
An opportunity for scholars, representative of host institutions, and representatives of research funding and research performing organisations to meet for indivi-
dual conversations or to exchange information and experiences.

11:30 a.m. 

Plenary: Regional Perspectives on Academic Freedom
•	 China: Dr. Katrin Kinzelbach, Associate Director, Global Public Policy Institute Berlin
•	 India: Prof. Dr. Vandana Joshi, Associate Professor of Modern History, Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi
•	 Latin America: Prof. Dr. Günther Maihold, Deputy Director, German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) 

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Silvia von Steinsdorff, Comparative Political Science and the Political Systems of Eastern Europe, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

12:30 p.m. Keynote: Academic Freedom Index: A Tool to Promote Academic Freedom?
•	 Dr. Katrin Kinzelbach, Associate Director, Global Public Policy Institute Berlin

12:50 p.m. Closing Remarks 

1:00 p.m. Networking Lunch

For SAR Germany Steering Group Members

1:30 p.m.
SAR Germany Steering Group Meeting
Reflection on the event and potential next steps

For SAR International Advisory Committee Members

2:30 p.m. SAR IAC Meeting

Tallinn

Riga

Moskau

Moskau

Moskau

Almaty

Almaty

Forum

Post-Conference Networking and Meetings (by invitation only)
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GORDON BÖLLING�

Dr. Gordon Bölling is head of section in the International Depart-
ment of the German Rectors’ Conference (Hochschulrektorenkon-
ferenz / HRK). He is responsible for university relations to such 
countries as the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, the 
Nordic Countries, and Turkey. In addition, his work focuses on the 
internationalization of curricula and on issues of academic free-
dom. Gordon Bölling holds a doctorate in English philology from 
the University of Cologne.

EMILY BORZCIK �

Emily Borzcik is the Acting Director of the Institute of Internatio-
nal Education’s Scholar Rescue Fund (IIE-SRF), where she oversees 
the administration of the IIE-SRF program, including applicant 
vetting, scholar placements, and the monitoring of all IIE-SRF fel-
lowship appointments, and manages IIE-SRF’s institutional part-
nerships. She holds a B.A. in Social Welfare and Scandinavian 
Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and an M.A. in 
International Education from New York University. Prior to joining 
IIE-SRF, Ms. Borzcik served with the Peace Corps in Armenia and 
worked in the Republic of Georgia.

Speakers

RAINER DÖHL-OELZE �

Dr. Rainer Döhl-Oelze is managing director of the Geesthacht In-
novation and Technology Center. He assists young researchers and 
technicians from the nearby Helmholtz Center in developing busi-
ness plans for their own companies. With a Ph.D. in physics, he was 
a Feodor Lynen Research Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation at the University of Washington in Seattle and worked 
as Technology Consultant in a project managing agency for the 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research, before establishing 
Technology and Innovation Centers across Germany. He advises on 
preparing business plans, supports the founding process and pro-
vides infrastructure to start-up companies. He is board member of 
the Northern German Initiative of Nanotechnology and of the As-
sociation of Technology Centers in the state of Schleswig-Holstein, 
maintaining networks across science and business.

CHRISTIANE HAUPT�

Dr. Christiane Haupt is in charge of Postdoc and Group Leader pro-
grammes within the Human Resources Development & Opportu-
nities Department at the headquarters of the Max Planck Society. 
Previously, she was a programme manager for the Talent Factory at 
Technische Universität München, where she also held positions in 
strategy and communications. She holds a PhD in Chinese Studies. 

NORBERT FREI�

Prof. Dr. Norbert Frei obtained his doctoral degree from the University 
of Munich in 1979. After many years as a researcher at the Institute 
for Contemporary History in Munich, he received a Chair for Modern 
History at the Ruhr-Universität Bochum in 1997. Since 2005 he teaches 
in the same function at the Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, where 
he is also the director of the Jena Center 20th Century History. He was 
a Kennedy Fellow at Harvard University, a Fellow at the Wissenschafts-
kolleg zu Berlin and a Member of the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. He also served as the 2010/11 Theodor Heuss Professor at 
the New School for Social Research, New York. Next spring, he will be 
teaching as a Guest Professor at Stanford University. 

Some of his numerous books have been translated into English, 
such as ”National Socialist Rule in Germany. The Führer State 1933-
1945“ (1993) and ”Adenauer’s Germany and the Nazi Past. The Politics 
of Amnesty and Integration“ (2002). Most recently, he is co-author 
of ”Zur rechten Zeit. Wider die Rückkehr des Nationalismus“ (2019). 

CARSTEN HUCHO �

Dr. Carsten Hucho studied physics in Berlin and Augsburg. As a 
postdoc he worked on ultrasonic investigations of phase-tran-
sitions in Milwaukee, WI (USA), and led research on magnetic 
vortices as well as crystal-growth of Vanadium oxides at the 
Paul-Drude-Institut in Berlin, where he is head of the department 
Technology and Transfer as well as scientific-administrative co-
ordinator. Carsten Hucho is convinced that science is part of our 
culture and as such deserves high visibility in society. His activities 
include the establishment of a science-façade, the kick-off of the 
science-festival ”STATE” (together with Christian Rauch), articles 
about science and society, panel-discussions across disciplines, 
and the realisation of art-science-interventions. As one speaker 
of the working-group for knowledge transfer of the Leibniz-Ge-
meinschaft, he promotes a broad approach to foster scientific 
knowledge within society.

Opening Remarks

MICHELLE MÜNTEFERING�

Minister of State
for International Cultural Policy
at the Federal Foreign Office

ANNE-MARIE DESCÔTES�

Ambassador of France to Germany 



� Forum for Academic FreedomForum for Academic Freedom�

Speakers | 1514 | Speakers

VANDANA JOSHI �

Prof. Dr. Vandana Joshi is an Associate Professor of Modern Histo-
ry at Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi. She completed 
her doctorate in 2001 as a DAAD research fellow at Technische 
Universität Berlin. Her other fellowships and awards include an 
Erasmus Mundus distinguished visiting scholarship, a Max Planck 
Research Fellowship, a Charles Wallace India Trust Grant, and a 
Fraenkel Prize in Contemporary History for her dissertation. She 
has published a monograph, numerous journal articles and book 
chapters, and edited two books and one online journal. She ser-
ves on the advisory board of a DFG-funded long-term research 
project that aims to digitise German archival collections related to 
modern India, jointly undertaken by Prof. Michael Mann at Hum-
boldt Universität zu Berlin, Dr. Heike Liebau at Leibniz Zentrum 
Moderner Orient, and Prof. Ravi Ahuja at the University of Göttin-
gen. She is the editor-in-charge of ‘global history’ for Cultural and 
Social History, a UK-based peer reviewed journal.  

KATRIN KINZELBACH �

Dr. Katrin Kinzelbach is the associate director of the Global Public 
Policy Institute (GPPi), an independent think tank in Berlin. She 
also teaches human rights politics at Central European University 
in Budapest, where she is a visiting professor at the School of Pub-
lic Policy. Her current research focuses on political persecution and 
on academic freedom. 

For her dissertation on the EU-China human rights dialogue, Katrin 
Kinzelbach received the Körber Foundation’s Deutscher Studien-
preis, which honors outstanding Ph.D. research of particular va-
lue to society. She previously worked for the Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute of Human Rights in Vienna, Austria, and for the United 
Nations at various duty stations around the world.

ANNE KNAB �

Anne Knab is leader of the events team within the department 
of “International Research Marketing” at the German Academic 
Exchance Service (DAAD). She organizes events for the national 
campaign “Research in Germany”, including consultation on 
Ph.D. and Post-Doc opportunities in Germany. Anne Knab gradua-
ted from the University of Bonn in Political Sciences, Sociology 
and Recent and Modern History. Since 2011, Anne Knab has been 
in charge of organizing research marketing events for the DAAD, 
such as Ph.D. matchmaking events, the German presence at inter-
national career fairs or online seminars for Ph.D. proposal writing. 

LAURA LOHÉAC�

Laura Lohéac has been the Executive Director of the ‘Programme 
d’Aide à l’Accueil en Urgence des Scientifiques en Exil’ (PAUSE) at 
Collège de France since May 2016. As an expert in international 
and strategic issues, Laura Lohéac held several positions at the 
French General Secretariat for National Defence, at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, as the advisor in charge of speeches for the 
Minister, at the Ministry of Defence, and at the office of the Se-
cretary of State for Higher Education and Research, where she 
established PAUSE.

Laura Lohéac is a graduate of the Ecole Normale Supérieure, the 
School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University 
and the Paris Institute of Political Studies.

GÜNTHER MAIHOLD�

Prof. Dr. Günther Maihold studied sociology and political science 
and received his doctorate from the University of Regensburg, 
where he worked as a research fellow at the Institute for Scientific 
Policy and Public Law. Following eight years as a project manager 
in social policy consulting in Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Cos-
ta Rica and at the Department for Latin America and the Caribbe-
an for the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, he served as the director 
of the Ibero-American Institute of the Prussian Cultural Heritage 
Foundation in Berlin. Since 2004, he has been the Deputy Direc-
tor of the German Institute for International and Security Affairs 
(SWP). On leave from 2011 to 2015, he held the DAAD Wilhelm 
and Alexander von Humboldt Chair at Mexico National University 
in Mexico City and El Colegio de México. Günther Maihold was a 
lecturer at the University of Duisburg and at the Latin American 
Institute of the Free University of Berlin, where he now is an ho-
norary professor in Political Science.

NAZAN MAKSUDYAN �

Prof. Dr. Nazan Maksudyan is an Einstein Guest Professor at Freie 
Universität Berlin and a research associate at Centre Marc Bloch 
Berlin. Previously, she held an EUME fellowship at Wissenschafts-
kolleg zu Berlin, a Humboldt fellowship at Leibniz-Zentrum Mo-
derner Orient (ZMO), and was a professor of history in Istanbul. 
Most recently, she was a Philipp Schwartz fellow at ZMO.

Her research focuses on the history of children and youth in the 
Ottoman Empire during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
especially on gender, sexuality, education, humanitarianism, and 
non-Muslims. She has made pioneering contributions to her field, 
and her forthcoming book “Ottoman Children & Youth During 
World War I” adds a new dimension to the historiography of the 
war by exploring the experiences of Ottoman children and youth. 

She co-founded the Association of Middle East Children’s and 
Youth Studies (AMECYS) and serves on its Board of Directors. 
She is also one of the Managing Editors of the “1914-1918-online: 
International Encyclopedia of the First World War.” 

JOHANNES MÜLLER �

Dr. Johannes Müller is Head of the Department “International 
Science” within the International Office of the University of Co-
logne. He is responsible for the Welcome Centre, the coordination 
of international partnership networks and research cooperation, 
threatened scholars support, digital internationalization and for 
the Cologne Global Study Program (an English-language short-
term study program for intercontinental exchange students). 
Johannes holds an M.A. in History, Political Science and Roman 
Languages from the University of Cologne, and a Ph.D. in History 
and Civilization from the European University Institute, Florence/
Italy. He teaches Contemporary German and European History at 
the University of Cologne. 
Previously, he worked for the Association “Amici della Musica di 
Firenze” in Italy, the Institute of European History, Mainz/Ger-
many, the Historical Agency “Geschichtsbuero Reder, Roesling & 
Prüfer”, Cologne, and the University of Cologne Welcome Centre.
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MARION MÜLLER �

Dr. Marion Müller is the Managing Director of Berlin‘s Einstein 
Foundation. She previously served as the Director of the North 
America Office of the German Research Foundation (DFG), Direc-
tor of the DFG‘s Berlin Office, Special Assistant to the DFG Presi-
dent and Secretary General, and a DFG Programme Manager. She 
was a teacher of German at Magdalen College School Oxford, a 
lecturer in Classics and English, and a coordinator of the colla-
borative research centre on literature and anthropology, both at 
Konstanz University.

Marion holds degrees in English Literature and Language and in 
Latin from the Universities of Bonn and Konstanz, was a research 
associate at the Centre for British Studies, Humboldt University 
Berlin, and holds a Master of Studies in Research Methods and a 
DPhil, both from the University of Oxford.  She was awarded a Bri-
tish Academy Award and held a Postdoctoral Fellowship at Harris 
Manchester College, University of Oxford.

ERGÜN ÖZGÜR�

Dr. Ergün Özgür ist a postdoctoral researcher at Leibniz-Zentrum 
Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Public Administration and Political Science, masters’ degrees in 
Global Politics and International Relations and in Banking, and 
a Ph.D. in Organizational Behaviour from Marmara University. 
Between 2012 and 2015, she was an Assistant Professor at the 
departments of International Relations and of Business Adminis-
tration at Cyprus International University, Nicosia. She then held 
postdoctoral positions at Université catholique de Louvain, Bel-
gium, and the Käte Hamburger Kolleg in Bonn before moving to 
ZMO. Her research interests centre on culture, identity, ethnicity, 
exile, migration, values, and the Caucasus region. She currently 
researches the ”Adaptation of Muslim and non-Muslim immig-
rants from Turkey and multicultural policy implementations in 
three European countries (different ethnic and religious groups)”, 
planning to expand her research to further countries. 

MYRIAM POLL �

Dr. Myriam Poll is a Programme Director in the Scientific Affairs 
Department at the German Research Foundation (DFG). Together 
with her team she is in charge of coordinating the international 
research funding activities in the department. 

After she joined the DFG in 2009 she worked for several years in 
the Research Careers section with a focus on graduate programs 
and collaborations with Western Europe, Asia, Australia and Ocea-
nia. A biologist by training, she served from 2015 to 2017 as a sub-
ject specialist in the Life Sciences. 

Prior to joining the DFG, her professional experience focused on 
research and science management: She worked for an NGO and 
the Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research (SLF) in Davos. My-
riam holds a Doctor of Science in Ecology from the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology (ETH) Zurich, and a degree in biology from 
Bielefeld University. 

ROBERT QUINN �

Robert Quinn is the Executive Director of Scholars at Risk (SAR), 
a network of higher education institutions and individuals in over 
40 countries whose mission is to protect threatened scholars 
and promote academic freedom. SAR’s primary activity is to ar-
range temporary academic positions at participating institutions 
for scholars facing grave threats, so they can keep working and 
their ideas are not lost. SAR also provides advisory services for 
scholars and institutions, campaigns for scholars imprisoned or 
silenced in their countries, monitors attacks on higher education 
worldwide (publishing an annual Free to Think report), and pro-
vides leadership in deploying strategies for promoting academic 
freedom, including Dangerous Questions, a new online course on 
academic freedom and why it matters not just to academics, but 
to everyone.  

VICTORIA REICHL �

Victoria Reichl has been the Deputy Director of the European Li-
aison Office of the German Research Organisations (KoWi) and 
director of KoWi’s Brussels Office since 2016. 

KoWi is the joint service platform of the German research organi-
sations united in the „Association for the Promotion of European 
and International Cooperation in Science e.V.“. KoWi is financed 
by the German Research Foundation (DFG) with offices located in 
Bonn and Brussels.

The Brussels Office of KoWi is specialized in European collabora-
tive research funding. Furthermore, it observes the funding land-
scape in the “European framework programmes for research and 
innovation” for researchers and research managers in Germany. 
Victoria is a political scientist by training and a specialist for Euro-
pean research policy. Before working for KoWi, she held different 
positions at the Brussels Office of the German Railways and the 
Goethe Institute in Munich and Cairo. 

PETRA ROTH  �

Dr. Petra Roth is Head of the International Scholars and Welcome 
Office, which is part of the International Affairs department at 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT).

Her main responsibilities include the strategic development of in-
ternationalization at KIT, with emphasis on the advancement of 
international researchers´ mobility, comprising professional and 
individualized support for incoming scholars including threatened 
researchers; the promotion of international researchers´ partici-
pation in the scientific community at KIT; and liaising between KIT 
and its research alumni.  

Her previous positions in research management included respon-
sibilities for EU-research programs, technology transfer, coordina-
tion of cooperation with Latin America and developing interna-

tional alumni relationships. She graduated in Forest Engineering 
from Universidade de São Paulo and worked as lead investigator in 
research projects on drought-resistant eucalyptus species in Brazil 
and Australia. She holds a doctoral degree in biology with a spe-
cialisation in plant physiology from Universität Karlsruhe.  

ANKE SOEMER �

Dr. Anke Soemer serves as Science Policy Advisor in the Presidenti-
al Department at the Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, responsible for the 
cooperation with other research organisations and universities 
(Allianz der Wissenschaftsorganisationen). She held a senior posi-
tion in HR Management (Talent Management) before. Previously, 
Anke Soemer worked for the Max Planck Society, where she played 
a pivotal role in re-structuring the support of young scientists and 
diversity management as Head of the Unit for Young Scientists, 
International Max-Planck-Research Schools (IMPRS), Diversity 
and Training and Education. In addition, she was Managing Direc-
tor of the Internationale Begegnungszentrum der Wissenschaften 
München e.V. She has a qualification as Business Coach (DVCT 
certification) and trains young researchers as well as groups in 
professional development in academia or outside. Anke Soemer 
holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the Technische Universität 
München. She studied Public Administration at the Universities of 
Konstanz and Ottawa/Canada. 
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KORINNA STROBEL �

Dr. Korinna Strobel is head of the strategy department of the 
Helmholtz head office in Berlin. After studying Rhetoric, Psycho-
logy and History at the University of Tübingen, she joined the 
Leibniz Institut für Wissensmedien, a media psychology research 
center. Korinna Strobel obtained a Ph.D. degree in Rhetoric from 
the University of Tübingen. She served as a program officer for the 
Helmholtz Association’s intramural funding schemes for a num-
ber of years and then headed the team responsible for quality 
assurance in higher education at the University of Rostock. In her 
current position, she is among other things responsible for the 
Helmholtz Association’s talent management activities. 

SILVIA VON STEINSDORFF �

Prof. Dr. Silvia von Steinsdorff holds the Chair of Comparative Po-
litical Science and the Political Systems of Eastern Europe at the 
Institute of Social Sciences, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin since 
2009. From 2015-2018, she also acted as Academic Director of the 
Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences (BGSS) at Humboldt-Uni-
versität zu Berlin. Her research covers different areas of comparative 
institutional analysis at the intersection of law and politics, such as 
constitutional courts and constitutional politics, the organisation 
and impact of parliament and party systems as well as questions 
of democratisation and transformation. Currently she is working on 
constitutional politics and rule of law concepts under the framework 
of „authoritarian constitutionalism“, linking research on democratic 
and non-democratic systems. Together with a law professor from Bil-
kent University, Ankara, she is heading an interdisciplinary research 
consortium on constitutional politics in Turkey, cooperating with so-
cial science scholars and lawyers from Germany, Turkey and the US.

HANNA WIELANDT  �

Dr. Hanna Wielandt is Programme Director in the “Team Interna-
tional” at Volkswagen Foundation. She is responsible for the ini-
tiative “Knowledge for Tomorrow - Cooperative Research Projects 
in Sub-Saharan Africa”, “Artificial Intelligence and the Society of 
the Future” and for projects in economics and business administ-
ration. Hanna Wielandt studied economics at Ruprecht-Karls-Uni-
versität Heidelberg, Universität Hamburg and the University of 
Manchester, UK. She received her Ph.D. in economics from Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin (Applied Microeconomics).  

STEPHEN WORDSWORTH �

Stephen Wordsworth has been Executive Director of Cara (the 
Council for At-Risk Academics) since 2012. Cara, a UK charity 
established in 1933, works with a network of 116 universities in 
the UK and a growing number elsewhere to rescue and support 
university-level teachers and researchers around the world (cur-
rently, around 300, plus some 350 family members) who are suf-
fering as a result of persecution, violence and conflict.  It also 
runs regional programmes to support academics who have been 
forced into local exile or who are continuing to work on, despite 
the risks.  Before joining Cara, Stephen was a career member of 
the UK Diplomatic Service.

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation  
Leadership

HANS-CHRISTIAN PAPE�

Prof. Dr. Hans-Christian Pape is the President of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation.

Following a doctorate in biology and medical neuroscience from 
the University of Essen, he was a postdoctoral researcher at the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook and at Yale Univer-
sity, funded by a German Research Foundation (DFG) fellowship. 
After his habilitation in physiology at Ruhr Universität Bochum, 
he was professor and director of the Institute of Physiology at 
the University of Magdeburg, before moving to the University of 
Münster, where he is the head of the Medical Faculty’s Institute 
of Neurophysiology.

He is a leading expert in the neurophysiological foundations of 
emotional behavior, especially on anxiety and anxiety-related 
disorders, fear and fear memory as well as the processes regu-
lating sleep and wakefulness. Among his many distinctions are 
the DFG’s Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize and the Max Planck Re-
search Award. He is a member of the German National Academy 
of Sciences Leopoldina and served on the German Council of Sci-
ence and Humanities from 2011 to 2017; most recently as the head 
of the Scientific Commission and periodically as a member of the 
Executive Committee. He also serves on the Selection Commission 
for the Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize.

ENNO AUFDERHEIDE�

Dr. Enno Aufderheide is the Secretary General of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation. He previously held positions at the German 
Aerospace Centre, served as head of the Research Department at 
the German Council of Science and Humanities, as executive di-
rector of the “Science” Section at the Helmholtz Association, and 
as head of the Research Policy and External Relations Department 
at the Max Planck Society. He also managed the Minerva Founda-
tion for the promotion of German-Israeli academic cooperation. 

He has been a member of national and international committees 
for the promotion of science and authored numerous academic and 
science policy publications, for which he received distinctions such 
as the Kussmaul Medal of the German Society for Rheumatology. 

An alumnus of the German National Academic Foundation, he 
studied biology at the universities of Bielefeld and Bonn and was 
a Fulbright Fellow at the University of Colorado in Boulder, USA. 
He worked on his doctoral dissertation at the Max Planck Society’s 
Friedrich Miescher Laboratory and obtained his doctorate from 
Tübingen University.
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KATJA MACHACSEK�

Katja Machacsek is a Programme Officer for the Philipp Schwartz 
Initiative at the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. She sup-
ports universities and research institutions hosting or planning 
to host threatened foreign researchers. Prior to this, she worked 
for six years in the Foundation’s international research marketing 
programme for the promotion of research alumni relations. Kat-
ja holds a university degree in translation from the University of 
Heidelberg.

KATHARINA POTH�

Katharina Poth started working for the Europe Division in the 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s Sponsorship and Network 
Department before joining the team of the Philipp Schwartz Ini-
tiative as a Programme Officer in 2018. Previously, she studied at 
Maastricht University and holds a M.Sc. degree in Global Crime, 
Justice and Security from the University of Edinburgh. 

SVETLANA STROBEL�

Svetlana Strobel is a Programme Officer for the Philipp Schwartz 
Initiative at the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. She sup-
ports universities and research institutions that host or are plan-
ning to host threatened researchers. Prior to this, she worked for 
the World Health Organization and for a US-based software com-
pany. Svetlana holds a degree in business administration from the 
University of Marburg.
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JUDITH WELLEN�

Dr. Judith Wellen is head of the Strategy department at the Alex-
ander von Humboldt Foundation and the Foundation’s Represen-
tative for External Relations. She served as head of the Interna-
tional Strategy Office at Humboldt Universität zu Berlin and as 
personal advisor to the president of the university. Previously, she 
was head of several executive training programs at the Goethe 
Institut. 

Following studies in Tübingen, Dublin, Berlin and Madrid, she was 
an associated fellow of the German-French graduate school “In-
stitutional Orders, Text and Symbols” at École Pratique des Hau-
tes Études-Sorbonne, Paris, and Technische Universität Dresden. 
Wellen holds an M.A. in Art History and Cultural Anthropology 
from Humboldt Universität, and a Ph.D. with distiction in Art His-
tory from Freie Universität Berlin. Her numerous grants include a 
Ph.D. scholarship from the Cusanuswerk (Episcopal Scholarship 
Foundation). Her dissertation examined the relationship between 
art and politics, in particular the subject of political iconography 
in Early Modern Spain.

FRANK ALBRECHT�

Frank Albrecht is the Programme Director for the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation’s Philipp Schwartz Initiative. He previously 
served as the Foundation’s Senior Coordinator for Strategic Plan-
ning and as a Programme Officer for North America, Australia, 
New Zealand and Oceania. Before joining the Humboldt Founda-
tion, he worked for United Nations Volunteers, a UNDP program-
me, and UK-based recruitment consulting company MRL Group. 
He holds an M.A. degree in Linguistics, American and German 
Literature from Bonn University. 

BARBARA SHELDON �

Dr. Barbara Sheldon is Head of Division for Strategic Planning and 
Managing Director of the Philipp Schwartz Initiative at the Ale-
xander von Humboldt Foundation. She has been working in the 
field of research management for the last twenty years. Before 
joining the Foundation, she worked as personal assistant to the 
President of the University of Heidelberg and as a fundraiser for 
the German Academic Exchange Service. Barbara holds a Ph.D. 
in American Literature from the University of Erlangen-Nürnberg.   

NINA MARSH�

Dr. Nina Marsh is the Head of Internal Audit of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation.  Before joining the Humboldt Foundation, 
her professional expertise focused on managing procurement pro-
cesses in the public sector. In 2018, she received her doctorate in 
Medical Psychology from the University of Bonn, prior to which 
she completed trainings in general management at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), and the neuro-
modulation of social behavior at the California Institute of Tech-
nology (Caltech). 

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation  
Staff Members
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The Scholars at Risk Germany Section

The SAR Germany Section represents German member institutions 
in the global SAR network. Starting out with 20 founding members 
in September 2016, the section has grown to close to 40 members. 
It is coordinated by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. 

The SAR Germany website offers information for member insti-
tutions, other higher education institutions interested in suppor-
ting at-risk scholars and academic freedom, and at-risk scholars: 
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/sar-germany-sec-
tion-en.html

Contacts: 
Dr. Barbara Sheldon
Managing Director Philipp Schwartz Initiative

Katja Machacsek
Programme Officer Philipp Schwartz Initiative

Tel +49 228 833 182
E-Mail: schwartz-initiative@avh.de

Outlook

The 2020 Forum for Academic Freedom will take place on 9 and 
10 March 2020.

The next calls for nominations for the Philipp Schwartz Initiative 
will be published in June and December 2019.

The Scholars at Risk Germany Section and  
Outlook
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For questions regarding the Forum for 
Academic Freedom, please contact:

 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
Strategy and External Relations Department
Strategic Planning Division

Managing Director Philipp Schwartz Initiative:
Dr. Barbara Sheldon
barbara.sheldon@avh.de
Tel.: +49 (0) 228 833 109

Programme Director Philipp Schwartz Initiative:
Frank Albrecht
frank.albrecht@avh.de 
Tel.: +49 (0) 228 833 122
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Bonn-Bad Godesberg 2019

Media Policy

Kindly note that the Forum will be open to the press. In addition, the conference organisers will contract a photographer to document 
the event. Some meeting rooms and lecture halls will feature designated areas where filming and photography is prohibited, but not all 
photography or filming may be preventable. Photographs and recordings may be published by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation or 
the joint convenors for the purpose of information and public relations work as well as on the Foundation’s internal social network. They 
will not be used for commercial purposes.
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