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Preface

Dear participants, Humboldtians and honoured guests,

In a world of eroding certainties, personal connections and friendships provide us with
support and reassurance. Since its inception in 1953, the Alexander von Humboldt Foun-
dation has continuously built on these foundations and developed a unique network of
academic excellence and interpersonal trust. It is important to us that we position our
Humboldt family well to face current and future challenges.

Our colloquium is an invitation to the Humboldtians from Scandinavia, the Baltic States
and Poland to enter into an open exchange with us and with one another.

How could the future of the Humboldt Network in Northern Europe look like? How should
academic cooperation between our countries be organised? How can Humboldtians en-
gage in these processes?

Very much in the spirit of Alexander von Humboldt, it is our common goal to cross the
boundaries of knowledge and make new discoveries. Humboldt himself knew that inter-
nationalisation, cultural diversity and personal exchange can help us to acquire outstan-
ding scientific insights.

Thus, our colloquium seeks to expand the foundations of our knowledge and help to con-
tinue developing our understanding of the various facets of academic excellence, as well
as to explore how science and scientists can help to foster communication in a closely
interconnected world.

I am very grateful to all the people and institutions that have provided such invaluable
support in preparing this conference. My thanks also go to all speakers and chairs for

their contributions to the programme, and to all participants for taking part.

I wish us all an inspiring colloquium!

RA- S5

Robert Schlogl
President of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
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Programme

| Thursday, 29 October 2026
Clarion Hotel / Stockholm University

2:30 pm
3:00 pm

first transfer to Stockholm University Clarion Hotel
second transfer to Stockholm University

3:00 pm

Registration of the participants Stockholm University

4:00 pm

Opening Stockholm University

Welcome Speech
Hans Adolfsson
President of Stockholm University

Opening Speech
Robert Schlogl
President of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Welcome Address
Ludger Siemes
German Ambassador to Sweden

Keynote Lectures

Joacim Rocklév

Heidelberg University

Planetary Pressures on Infectious Diseases

Rubina Raja

Aarhus University

New Perspectives on Past Urban Societies: a Humboldtian Worldview
Reinvigorated in Times of Concern

Reception in cooperation with the Stockholm University
German Embassy in Stockholm

8:00 pm
8:30 pm

first transfer back to the hotel Clarion Hotel
second transfer back to the hotel
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Programme

| Friday, 30 October 2026
Clarion Hotel

9:00 am

Panel Discussion
“Current challenges in scientific cooperation”

Room B12

Chair:
Monika Lieb, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Participants:

Anja-Verena Mudring, Aarhus University

Hans Lennernas, Uppsala University

Juras Banys, Vilnius University

Tatiana Shchyttsova, European Humanities University

Networking Break

10:30 am

Interdisciplinary Workshops
Details of the workshops from p. 12 onwards

Clarion Hotel

Workshop 1: Humanities and Social Sciences I
(focus on history, culture and politics)

Workshop 2: Humanities and Social Sciences II
(focus on languages and literature, philosophy and law)

Workshop 3: Life Sciences and Medicine
Workshop 4: Physics and Mathematics

Workshop 5: Chemistry, Engineering and Geosciences

Room C3

Room C4

Room Cé6

Room C7

Room B12

12:30 pm Lunch

Restaurant

continued on the next page =
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| Friday, 30 October 2026
Hotel Clarion

2:00 pm

Networking-Session

Room B12

Information on Sponsorship Opportunities in Germany
Johanna Freistedt, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
Julia Ilina-Kakueva, German Research Foundation

Networking and Career Planning - Experiences, Ideas
and Inspiration from the Humboldt Network
Chair:

Rebecca Grofdmann, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Participants:

Outi Merisalo, University of Jyvaskyla
Michael Prinz, Uppsala University

Marta Gmurek, Technical University of Lodz
Ramis Orlii, Oslo Metropolitan University

Networking Break

4:00 pm

Interdisciplinary Workshops (continued)

till
5:30 pm

Workshop 1: Humanities and Social Sciences I
(focus on history, culture and politics)

Workshop 2: Humanities and Social Sciences II
(focus on languages and literature, philosophy and law)

Workshop 3: Life Sciences and Medicine
Workshop 4: Physics and Mathematics

Workshop 5: Chemistry, Engineering and Geosciences

Room C3

Room C4

Room Cé6

Room C7

Room B12

7:00 pm

Festive Dinner

Room B12
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| saturday, 31 October 2026
Hotel Clarion

9:00 am

Plenary Lectures Room B12
“Global Challenges for our Societies”

Chair:
Steffen Mehlich, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Anna Treydte, Stockholm University
Grazing the Gem: How resilient are our World’s Rangeland Systems?

Mikko Salmela, University of Helsinki
A PLEDGE for Emotion-Sensitive Democratic Governance in the
Age of Grievance Politics

Networking Break

10:30 am

World Café: Room B12
Ideas for Future Cooperation

Chairs:
Monika Lieb, Rebecca Grofimann and Clara Busskamp,
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Supported by:

Ewa Wierzbicka, Military University of Technology
Gerd Meyer, Aarhus University

Outi Mersialo, University of Jyvaskyla

Concluding Remarks
Robert Schlogl, President of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

12:30 pm Farewell Lunch Restaurant
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Breakout Session in Interdisciplinary Workshops
with Presentations by Participants

The aim of the interdisciplinary workshops is to spotlight current research by Hum-
boldt alumni in five interdisciplinary areas. The workshops also provide a platform
for discussing trends in current research, research collaboration between Northern
Europe and Germany as well as research funding. All participants are invited to con-
tribute to these workshops.

Workshop 1
Humanities and Social Sciences I Room C3
Chairs:

Humboldt University Berlin
University of Silesia

Presentations:

University of Klaipeda
Knowing how to survive: Hunter-gatherer innovations during the Late Glacial and
early post-Glacial period

University of Tartu
Studying the Pantheon of an Ancient Mesopotamian City-State: The Case of Umma
in the Third Millennium BCE

Szczecin University
Kommunikation, Migration, Konfrontation — Wikinger und Slawen im Siiden der Ostsee

Polish Academy of Sciences
Can AI Study the Middle Ages? Digital Humanities and the Future of European Cultural
Heritage Research

University of Silesia
When Science Corrects Itself: Retractions, Research Integrity, and the Transcendental
Method

University of Tartu
Visual Politics of the Russian - Ukrainian War

University of Latvia
Demographic Decline, Population Ageing, and the Emergence of Left-Behind Areas:

The Case of Latvia

Universitat Gottingen und Universitat Kassel
Landscapes of Hope: governance for plural futures
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Workshop 2

Humanities and Social Sciences II Room C4

Chairs:

Adam Mickiewicz University
Universitat Erlangen-Nirnberg

Presentations:

Ostfold University College
School randomized controlled trials targeting early childhood behaviors and
reading skills in Norway

Lappeenranta University of Technology
Can fact-checking movements, through their efforts to counter disinformation,
contribute to the development of European public sphere?

University of Bergen
Kultur, Kognition und Handeln: Dual-Process-Modelle als Beitrag zu einer
analytischen Soziologie

University of Helsinki
Towards the recognition of interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary researchers

Adam Mickiewicz University
Wissenschaftliche Kooperationen im Bereich der Mehrsprachigkeitsforschung
am Beispiel von einer deutsch-polnisch-portugiesischen Kooperation

Universitat Erlangen-NUrnberg
Arabic and Semitic comparative lexicography

Szczecin University
Bridging Idiomatics Diasystematically: The EBC Model for DE, PL, EN

Norwegian University of Science and Technology
Multimodal approaches to studying socio-cultural linguistic diversity in Norway

Workshop 3
Life Sciences and Medicine Room C6

Chairs:

Adam Mickiewicz University
University of Eastern Finland

Presentations:

Norwegian University of Science and Technology
Principles of 3D genome folding at the nanoscale

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Reproductive opportunities widen under exposure to pharmaceutical pollution

Teesside University
Hidden Carbon, Living Habitats: Reframing Deadwood as a Climate—Biodiversity
Asset in Tropical Forests

Polish Academy of Sciences
Born to Migrate? The First Migration of Juvenile Bats

Umea University
Interdisziplindre Forschung im Weltall - von Astronomie, Mikrobiologie und
Geisteswissenschaften

KTH Royal Institute of Technology
Exploring vascular wall fracture — combining laboratory, healthcare experiments
and computational modeling towards heathcare applications

Stockholm University
Why Must I Feel Sick: Using Experimental Endotoxemia to Understand Sickness

Behavior in Humans

University of Helsinki
Understanding and Rescuing Myelin Regeneration in Multiple Sclerosis

Karolinska Institute
Mechanism of earliest cell fate decisions in human development
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Workshop 4
Physics and Mathematics Room C7

Chairs:

Max-Planck-Institut flr Gravitationsphysik
CERN

Presentations:

Vilnius University
Quantum scattering theory: from nuclear reactions to cold-atom physics

University of Copenhagen
Quantum Gravity at the Crossroads: Asymptotic Safety, Effective Field Theory,
and the Swampland

Lund University
The Frobenius number for three variables

Linképing University
Screening 39 billion protostructures for materials discovery

CERN
Exploring the quark-gluon plasma in ultrarelativistic heavy-ion collisions

Aarhus University
Quantum Representation of Copula

University of Bergen
The Active Vacuum: How Environments Reshape Interactions and Matter

Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun
Do Purple Stars exist? The decade-long hunt after the origin of Gravitational Waves

University of Copenhagen
Original sources in physics teaching?

Workshop 5
Chemistry, Engineering and Geosciences Room B12

Chairs:

TU Berlin
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences Uppsala

Presentations:

University of Orebro
Visual AI for Trustworthy Autonomous Driving

Halmstad University
ROBOPOL: Social Robotics Meets Vehicular Communications for Cooperative
Automated Driving

KTH Royal Institute of Technology
InfraVis - The Swedish Research Infrastructure for Visualization Support

Aalborg University
Living Cement for Microbial Intelligence: Insights from Microbial Cement
Supercapacitors

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences Uppsala
Protein design for new-to-nature-chemistries

Technical University of Denmark
Teamwork at molecular level for value increase of biowaste and CO,

Norwegian Geotechnical Institute
Landslide forecasting using digital twins: Case studies from Norway

Kaunas University of Technology
Extending the application of minimalistic yet powerful photonic solutions

by rational emitter design

Military University of Technology
Nanostructured TiO:z as a Platform for Solar Fuel Production
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World Café —
Ideas for future cooperation

| Saturday, 31 October 2026, 10:30 am
The Humboldt Network is interdisciplinary, intergenerational, and international.

Humboldtians share their passion for research and the experience of research colla-
boration with Germany. The “World Café” is a format for creating a vibrant network
of collaborative dialogue on questions that matter to our community. It features a
series of structured conversations at small coffee tables, allowing participants to
share their individual knowledge and expertise with each other and to work collabo-
ratively as a group towards tangible results of the meeting.

We encourage you strongly to attend this interactive session to help us draw con-
clusions from the colloquium and to start building bridges from this meeting as a
one-time-event organised by the Foundation to self-initiated and self-organised
activities as well as future strategies and initiatives by and for the Humboldt com-
munity in your region. We appreciate your feedback and participation!

Questions for Discussion
1. What are the ongoing activities in your country/region/discipline for successful
networking with Germany, especially for young researchers (not necessarily

AvH)?

2. Which specific activities can I / can we support to advance progress on these
issues?

3. If we meet again in 5 years, what will have changed or improved?
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General Information

Conference Venues
29 to 31 October 2026

I Clarion Hotel
Ringvagen 98
104 60 Stockholm

I Stockholm University
Frescativagen
114 19 Stockholm

Room reservation

Hotel rooms have been reserved for Humboldtians outside Stockholm and greater
region at the Clarion Hotel. Check-in is possible from 4:00 pm on the day of arrival.
You received a confirmation of your reservation by email. Please vacate your room
by 10:00 am on the day of departure.

Photographer during the event

The event is open to the press. We would like to point out that employees of the
Foundation and a photographer commissioned by the Foundation will be taking
photos during the event. The photos may be published as part of the Foundation’s
information and public relations work and on the Foundation’s internal social
network. They will not be used for commercial purposes. If you do not agree to
the use of photos in which you appear, you can object by sending an email to
presse@avh.de. We would also like to inform you that selected journalists may

be present during the event.

We look forward to your post #AvHColloquium #AvHConnectedforImpact
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Yellow
Grau
Griin
Blau
Weif3

Bordeaux

Preistrager*innen

Mitglieder der Delegation aus Deutschland
Stipendiat*innen

Feodor Lynen-Forschungsstipendiat*innen
Géaste

Beschaftigte der Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung

Liability

Please note that your participation is at your own risk and we ask for your
understanding that neither the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation nor GATE
can be held liable for any personal injury or property damage suffered during

travel to and from the event as well as during the event.

Name Tags

Upon registration, you will receive a name tag. Please wear it during the entire
conference, it will make it easier for all participants to address each other.

How to recognise the participants

Yellow Award Winners

Grey Members of the Delegation from Germany
B Green Research Fellows
H Blue Feodor Lynen Research Fellows

White Guests

B Bordeaux Staff of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Support the Humboldt Foundation!

Your donation allows us to allocate your
funds where they are most urgently needed.
For more information, please scan the QR
code. Thank you very much!

Host

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
Jean-Paul-Strafse 12

53173 Bonn

Phone: +49 (0)228 833 -0

Fax: +49(0)228 833 -199
E-mail: info@avh.de
www.humboldt-foundation.de

Organisation

GATE Eventmanagement &
Veranstaltungstechnik GmbH
Salzufer 13 - 14A

10587 Berlin

Phone: +49 (0)155 631 836 98

E-mail: avh-colloquium-sweden@gate-av.de

www.gate-av.de
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Lageplane / Location Plans Lageplane / Location Plans

| 1. 06 / First Floor
| 2.06G / Second Floor

EINGANG/
ENTRANCE "
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